tfeiv  Haven,  September  13th,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  : 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  State  Council,  held  at  New  Haven,  September 
7th,  the  unanimous  opinion  was  expressed  that  it  was  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Union  cause  that  the  Councils  of  the  Union  League  throughout  the  State  should 
come  into  the  most  active  operation  for  the  Fall  Campaign  ;  also,  that  a  Council 
should  be  at  once  established  in  every  town  where  none  at  present  exists.  It  is 
essential  that  this  work  should  be  done  without  delay.  Will  you  not  see  that  it 
is  promptly  done  in  the  towns  named  to  you  in  a  previous  circular?  Agents  will 
be  employed  in  each  countj^  to  complete  the  work,  but  we  trust  that  you  will 
leave  them  nothing  to  do  in  your  vicinity. 

If  in  the  absence  of  any  especial  occasion  for  action,  the  Councils  in  certain 
localities  have  for  sometime  past  languished,  there  is  no  such  excuse  for  inactivity 
at  the  present  time.  They  must  urge  on,  stand  by  and  help  out  the  Town  Com- 
mittees in  their  work,  and  see  that  it  is  thoroughly  done. 

There  is  a  great  work  for  the  League  to  do  which  will  not  be  done  without  its 
agency.  Its  cooperation  is  essential  for  the  vigorous  execution  of  various  campaign 
measures — as  for  example :  a  thorough  preliminary  canvass,  the  distribution  of 
documents,  the  establishment  of  popular  clubs,  and  for  securing  large  and  enthu- 
siastic meetings;  all  of  which  agencies  will  tell  powerfully  in  the  election.  An 
active  Council  in  every  town,  all  of  whose  members  hold  themselves  ready  to 
turn  out  upon  occasion,  will  secure  all  these  ends,  attainable  by  no  other  means. 
When  for  any  reason  it  is  deemed  unadvisable  to  bring  in  large  numbers,  the 
formation  of  a  Council  of  a  half-dozen  earnest  men  and  hard-workers,  will  secure 
to  a  considerable  extent  the  same  objects.  Upon  the  establishment  of  such  a 
nucleus  of  a  Council,  at  least,  in  every  town,  we  very  strenuously  insist. 

It  is  not  enough  in  the  coming  campaign  to  elect  our  President.  We  must 
elect  him  by  such  an  overwhelming  majority  as  will  render  hopeless  the  schemes 
of  the  traitors  who  stand  ready  to  organize  revolution  at  the  Noith,  in  case  of  our 
success.  They  have  threatened  it  and  they  mean  it.  Nothing  but  the  triumph- 
ant success  of  the  Union  party  will  crush  out  the  conspiracy. 

Independently  of  the  influence  of  the  League  upon  the  election,  there  is  the  most 
urgent  occasion  for  complete  organization  throughout  the  State,  in  view  of  pos- 
sible emergencies  and  extreme  dangers  which  may  arise,  as  above  suggested,  after 
the  election  is  past. 


The  President  of  the  State  Council  trusts  that  he  does  not  appeal  to  you  in 

vain  (especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  lie  is  but  carrying  out  the  views  of  a 
large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the  State  Council,)  to  cooperate  with  him  in  the 
endeavor  to  secure  complete  organization  and  activity  throughout  the  State, 
and  the  extension  of  the  League  into  every  town.  Let  each  Council  do  its  whole 
duty  in  accordance  with  its  pledges.     Now  is  the  time  to  act! 

There  will  be  no  lack  of  interest  in  your  meetings  during  the  campaign.  The 
newspapers  will  be  full  of  important  matter  to  talk  over.  Great  national  ques- 
tions and  political  theories  will  be  revived  in  the  public  journals,  and  should  be 
discussed  anew  in  the  League.  Further,  the  President  of  the  State  Council  will 
be  in  communication  with  the  President  of  the  National  Council,  with  the  Nation- 
al Union  Committee,  as  well  as  with  gentlemen  high  in  office  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  will  thus  be  enabled  from  time  to  time  to  make  communications  of 
interest  and  importance  to  the  various  Councils  throughout  the  State. 

The  President  would  like  to  know  the  day  of  meeting  of  each  Council  in  the 
State.  He  further  desires  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  each  Coun- 
cil, in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  occasions  which  will  occur  to  send  documents 
to  their  address.  Let  some  one  be  hired  to  copy  the  list  at  the  cost  of  j-our 
Council,  and  forward  it  witli  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  our  Secretary,  W.  W. 
Stone,  New  Haven.  Please  to  send  on,  as  soon  afterward  as  possible,  a  list  of  all 
persons  to  whom  you  would  like  to  have  documents  sent.  We  will  see  that  they 
are  mailed  and  franked  to  the  individuals  named  in  your  list,  on  receipt  of  the 
prices  below  given,  which  barely  cover  the  cost  of  publication. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  State  Council,  a  resolution  was  passed,  suggesting 
the  formation  of  "  Red,  White  and  Blue"  Campaign  Clubs  ;  costume,  cocked  hat, 
and  red,  white  and  blue  badge,  cockade  or  sash.  You  will  see  a  notice  in  the 
papers  of  the  initiation  of  the  movement  in  New  Haven.  Please  to  see  that  it  is 
followed  up  promptly  and  energetically  in  your  town.  It  ought  to  run  through 
the  State  in  a  fortnight,  and  assist  greatly  in  the  work  of  the  coming  campaign, 
as  did  the  Wide- Awake  movement  in  the  last  Presidential  canvass. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  an  early  day, 

Yours  Respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  PORTER. 


PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN  DOCUMENTS, 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN — Slavery  and  its  issues  indicated  by  his  Speeches, 
Letters,  Messages,  and  Proclamations. 

RECONSTRUCTION  ;  Liberty  the  corner-stone,  and  Lincoln  the  architect.  16 
pp. ;  f  2  per  hundred. 

RECONSTRUCTION  OF  REBEL  STATES.     16  pp. ;  §2  per  hundred. 

A  FREE  CONSTITUTION.     16  pp.  ;  $2  per  hundred. 

THE  EXPULSION  OF  LONG.     8  pp. ;  $1  per  hundred. 

STATE  RENOVATION.     8  pp. ;  $1  per  hundred. 

CONFISCATION  OF  REBEL  PROPERTY.     8  pp.  ;  $1  per  hundred. 

FREEDMEN'S  AFFAIRS.     8  pp. ;  $1  per  hundred. 

SECESSION  AND  RECONSTRUCTION.     8  pp. ;  Si  per  hundred. 

NO  COMPROMISE  WITH  TREASON.     8  pp.;  $1  per  hundred. 

A  FREE  CONSTITUTION.     8  pp. ;  $1  per  hundred. 

UNIVERSAL  EMANCIPATION,  WITHOUT  COMPENSATION.  16  pp.; 
§2  per  hundred. 

TITLE  TO  PROPERTY  IN  SLAVES.     8  pp.  ;  $1  per  hundred. 

RECONSTRUCTION  IN  THE  STATES.     S  pp. ;  $1  per  hundred. 

AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION.     16  pp.;  $2  per  hundred. 

THOUGHTS  FOR  HONEST  DEMOCRATS. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  ANDREW  JOHNSON,  candidate  for  the 
Vice  Presidency.     16  pp.;  $2  per  hundred. 

THE  WAR  COMMENCED  BY  THE  REBELS.     16  pp.;  §2  per  hundred. 

President  Lincoln's  views  of  Democratic  Strategy,  as  presented  by  him  in  a 
recent  interview  with  Judge  Mills,  of  Wisconsin;  General  Grant's  Letter  to  Hon. 
KB.  Washburne;  and  Bayard  Taylor's  Poem  of  the  "Chicago  Surrender." 
All  on  one  sheet.     Price  $1  per  hundred. 
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